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rational decizsion between life by the|
Poogs |
tiger's law and death by the civilized
code and say: “It is not the thing to do."

The Hun has no such stopping place.

When vou talk to him of a law higher
than that of self-preservation he accuses
vou of hypeerisy: He not only does not

understand that law, but he does not

know of its existence.

When you talk to him of that strange
moral difference bhetween killing in cold
blood, rationally, as he does, and killing

in hot blood, emotionally, as we kill, he
thinks you are mad.
When you tell him we are at war with !

Germany heecause of the WAY she
makes war, he is indignant, Call him a |
“barbar” and he weeps. DBarbarians

are moved easily to tears-—but only for

| themaelves.
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Since Three Years
This day three years ago the great
Cunard liner Lusitania was torpedoed
without warning by a German U-boat
and sank i ntwenty minutes. The num-
ber lost was 1,150 passengers and crew,
of whom 114 were Americans.
In a world already benumbed by war
to the thought of wholesale killing this

news was passed in whispers. People

We do not know why Germans are

|
German., That is God's business. At |
; [
any rate, it is not the first thing He has |
put in the world to be destroyed. That

task has been reserved to us. We have

| no idea where it will lead us or when it

We know only that the war
will last until we finish it,

will end,
Then will
the Lusitania be a monument to civiliza-

| tion more abiding than bronze, reaching |

| our awakening war consciousness.

could not bear to name the deed out |

loud. Why?
not be analyzed on the instant.

TFor a reason which could |
For a |

reason the eGrman soul is not permitted |

to understand. Something much more

precious than human life was dead.

“But what is the matter?” the Ger- |

mans asked—(Germans there and Ger-

mans here. “Did we not publish in the

newspapers what we were going to do? |

They have only themselves to blame—
those who gailed on the Lusitania.”

Then for the first time we knew what |

a German does not know, and turned in
horror from this glimpse of his archaic
inwardness. We turned to see in our
mind’'s eye the picture of people on the
Lusitania’s pier the day she sailed,
laughing at the oblique three-inch “warn-
ing” which the German Embassy had in-
serted in the New York newspapers.

“To they mean to torpedo us?” the
passengers asked each other.
they said, answering their own question.
“They want us to think they might.
They are only trying to scare us off
British ships. They wouldn't sink us.
Pooh! They are civilized people.”

The world could not have paid Ger-

many a finer compliment. None of all '

that great ship's company was afraid

to sail through the U-boat zone. At

"NO,“ {

worst the ship might be captured. That |

would be only an adventure.
she would be sunk with all on board

But that '

nobady could possibly imagine. We
laughed with our departing friends, I
waved them bon woyage, threw the

crumpled bits of newspaper into the

river and came home. We never thought |

of it again until the news was whispered
in our ear: “The Lusitania has been tor-
pedoed!"

And now we know why we couldn't
say it out loud.
lives had been taken suddenly in the
most dramatic manner possible, not
that 114 Americans had been slain, not
that some of our most beloved ecitizens
were among that number, It was not

that Germany had dene a dastardly
thing in a ghastly way.

Unconsciously we realized that some-
thing infinitely more dreadful had hap-
pened. A great and powerful nation
had broken the faith of civilization.
Germany had betrayed the sacred trust
which makes human society possible,
She had turned barbarian in our midst.

The thoupht of a nation so power-
fully equipped with the knowledze of

eivilization using it for the ends of tiger

It was not that 1,150 |

rationality filled us with awful pre- |

monitions.

From that moment we have been at :

war with Germany.

It was as futile then as it is idle now |

to say that the U-boat commander, long
trained in iron discipline, had merely
obeyed orders; that he had been told to

sink the Lusitania, and sank her, without |

thought of his own moral responsibility, | Kiihimann and von Payer all speak the

and that the crime lies not at his door,
nor at the door of Germany, but upon
the heads of the Hohenzollern war lords,
The answer to this is that no really civ-
ilized human being could have either con.
eceived executed the deed. You
cannot imagine an American or an Eng-
lish or a Japanese submarine crew
having sunk the Lusitania, no matter
‘hat von Tirpitz issued the order,
Therein lies the abysmal distinction
vetween what is German and what is not,
The German has not in his soul those in-
tuitive restraints which cause the civilized
man to stop on the th?ahold of a purely

or

{ the Pharaohs who knew not Joseph.

| give the Ukraine, Poland, Finland, Lithu-

to heaven. And the world will bs a

different place forever.

At Last—a Communiqué .

The War Department hias now veceg-

nized the need of an official American
communiqué,  This is another sign of

The official weekly review, which was
discontinued last Sunday, belonged to
the period of aloofness, It was appar-
ently compiled from newspaper sonrces,
[t betrayed no inside knowledee of events
or strategy in Europe, Ils acumen never
put the lay commentators in the news-
papers or mapazines to shame. It made
no appeal to the public because it failed
to do what an official bulletin iz ex-
pected to do,

What the public wants-—and what it |
ought to have—is direct official infor-
mation from the front. If American
troops are fighting, that fact cannot es-
cape the German Iligh Command. So
far nearly all the details of the ensage- |
ments in which our men have distin-
ouished themselves on the Lorraine
front have come to us from German
bulletins. These details are, of course,

colored to Germany's advantage. No
possible  military  dizadvantage could

have resulted from a counter deserip-
tion of these actions prepared at our

own general headguarters in France,
The home public's eraving for news
from the front is intense. It is also
legitimate. Great Britain and France
have found a way to gratify it without
disreparding the limitations of military |
prudence. Our government can easily |
do the zame. |
|

Under Pharaoh’s Rod |
Now theye arose up a new Ling over
Egqupt awhich Tnew not Joseph. . . .
And the Egyptians made the ehildren |
of Tspael to serte wilh vigonr. '
And they miade their lives hf.’fﬂ"
awilh, hard bondage, in moriar and in |
brick, and in a«ll sanner of service an |
the field: Al their service, wherein |
they nade |
rigour.

them scrve, iuns

with |

History repeats itself, |

The eclearest possible light iz thrown
on German purposes in the Ukraine by
Vice-Chaneellor von Payer's speech last
Siaturday before the Main Committee of
the Reichstag.

That speech reads like a passare from
Exodus.

Explaining the proclamation of Ger-
man martiasl Iaw in the Ukraine, Herr
von Payer said: '

“We had a lively interest in getting
foodstutls as speedily as possible. . . .
The Rada had no means of insisting
on the delivery of the grain by the
population. The Germans, therefore,
had to concern themselves with ob-
taining deliveries in accordance with
the treaty.

“Our activily in this direction has
heen to a certain extent a source of
discontent.

“The field sowing decree was issued
because opposition to the proposed land
expropriation created the danger that
a preat part of the soil would remain
uncultivated,

“General von Eichhorn, in entire ac- |

cord with the German minister, de- |

creed a ‘state of enhanced protec-

tion,’ under which all offences against
public peace and order may be judged
by field tribunals.”

Here the whole case of Germany in
the Ukraine is put into a nutshell. The
Ukrainians must serve Germany's needs
by raising grain. If they do not raise
it voluntarily they will be compelled to
raise it. This service in the field, like
that of the ancient Israelites in Egvpt,
is to be exected with military rigor.

Von Eichhorn, von Hoffman, wvon

same language. It i3 the language of
Throughout the whole tragi-comedy
staged at Brest-iLtovsk Germany had
but ono fixed purpose. It was not to

ania, Courland, Livonia and Esthonia
“self-determination” and freedom, but
to reduce them to slavery.

The children of Israel, who had gone
into Eeypt in quest of larger cconomic
opportunity, found it turned for them
into a land of bondage. The German
Pharaoh has gone as a stranger into the
old border provinces of the Russian Em-
pire, offering them a phantom inde-
pendence, and within three months has
converted their inhabitants into peons,
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whose forced labor ia to replenish Ger-
many's empty granaries.

What right, in fact, has any race ot
nation which accepts the protection or

. patronage of Germany except the right

to become a German bondmen—a hewer
of wood and a drawer of water for the
All Highest in Berlin?  The Ukrainians
have had their rude awakening. The
enslavement of the Finns, the Poles, the
Courlanders, the Lithuanians, the
Esthonians and the Livonians is only a
matter of time. Thaen it will be the

I turn of the iHusory Soviet republie of

Russia to feel the German knout,

Yet Lentne and his government seem

more concerned about the landing of a
few Japanese and British marines at
Vladivostok than they are about Ger-
many’s seizure of Sebastopol or the re-
establishment of serfdom in the Ukraine.
That is Slav psychology. And vietim-
ized by it, Slavdom, in its infinite
childishness, has already practieally
exchanged its new found and quickly
dissipated freedom for an Egyptian
servitude more ‘eruel and onerous than
it ever experienced or ever could have
experienced under the Romanoff yole,

“Out of Washington Atmosphere”

The Washington correspondent of
“The Times" prints the story that the
first thing that Mr. Schwahb did when
he was asked to become director of the
shiphuilding work was to go directly to
the President and say:

“I eannot undertake this positien un-
less T have complete authorily, The risk
of failure otherwise is too great,”
According to this story, Mr. Schwab

was assured by the President that he
should have this whole authority; and
the first act after he took chuarge was
to order the removal of the I'leet Cor-
poration from Washington to Philadel-
phia. It is now reported that Mr. Ryan
will move the aireraft organization from
Washington “out into the automohile
manufacturing section in the Middle
West.” Says the authority for this ac-
count:

“What Mr, Schwab wanted was to get
his job off somewhers where he could run
ity to got the work out of Wazhinetan
atmosphere and interference.”

What is evident to every thinking man
is that we cannot make a success of this
war unless we give adequate and un-
hampered authority to the men wha are
to do the joh. Apparently the deeply
disappointing delay—the so-called **fail-
ure' of the aireraft procramme—was due
as much as anything to a lack of cen-
tralized authority, and the same

was |

true of all the disgraceful rews which |

characterized the shipbuilding worlk.

If Mr. Ryan and Mr, Schwab have this |

adequate a®hority, there may be expec-
tation of success. If {hey have not pot
it, there is little hope that the deplor-

| not discouraged,

able disappointments of the year past |

have come to an end.

Squeaks
Yesterday in one of the subway cars
a fan squeaked—distressingly, It was
very annoying. Every one looked his

| thoughts,

Why should a mere squeak be able to |

stir g0 much mental perturbation?

It |

probalily poes very far into the depths |

of our psychic nature. Teople react to
different kKinds of squesks and neizes in
a curiensly different way. Baot almaost
all have some weak point. So we spend
tens of millions largely to aveid squesnls.,
All Lold, counting in automobiles and en-
pines of all sorts, and railway cars, and
streetears, and everything, the total
number of wheels in the United States
must run into the hillions.

S0 to speak, civilization rests on
wheels.  And these on grease and oil,
Counting their number and considering
the bother of attending to them ull, i:
it not a miracle how smoathly they run?

It is the same with the millions of |

Jittle wheels, so to speak, in our heads.
Quite rarely do they run dry and begin
to squealk. These squeaks are excellent
warning. They tell of the wital nced
there is, for, rightly regarded, they can
do much to insure the smooth and silent
working of the machine.

Pitiless Publicity

The President has at last ordered a
full inquiry by the Department of Jus-
tice into the reckless charges made
against the Aircraft Production Board.
These charges, emanating from Mr. Gut-
zon Borglum and the Aeronautical So-
ciety “of America,” have been made the
basis of the most scandalous attacks by
certain United States Senators and “The
New York Times,” “The Times” even

| poing so far as to declare that a Yrigan-
| tic conspiracy” existed to betray the
| whole aircraft programme in the interest

of Germany by men high in the United
States government and the United States
army.

If true this would have been the great-
est scandal in any nation since the war
began. But the investigation is to bhe
made, not in respense to the demands of
Mr. Gutzon Borglum or the Acronautical
Society “of America,” nor of “The New
York Times,” but at the urgent request
of Mr. Howard E. Coffin, who organized
the Aireraft Board and the whole air-
craft programme—and up to last week
was chairman of the board. Mr. Coffin
in a telegram to the President said:

“Charges of dishonesty have been made -

Against the Aircraft Board which demand
the fullest inquiry be had in order thut
the reputation of innocent men may not
be ruined."

To Mr. Coffin's request the President
makes the following response:

“Your telegram received, You may be
sure I shall codperate in every way to
prevent what you rightly foresee may
huppen. The Department of Justice will
coliperate to the utmost in sceing that
all charges are probed and the truth
got ot
It is to be noted that this is very dif-

ferent from the tone and temper of the

President's letter to the Attorney Gen-

eral demandigg an investigation into the
-

charges of corruption and extravagance
at Hog Island, “with a view, if true, to
instituting criminal procedure. We
know what came of this demand. There
has bheen no “eriminal procedure.’”

At the same time the President's cor-
respondence with Mr. Borglum is made
publie, disclosing that nearly a month
ago the President wrote to Mr., Borglum,
saying:

“l hope yon will be willing and that
vou feel it is your duty to put nt the dis-
posal of those whom 1 have appcinted
officinl investigators all the evidence that
may be in your possossion.”

This is just what Mr. Borglum has
failed to do, since Senator Brandepgee
read in the Senate the other day a let-

ter from Mr. Borglum in which he de- |

clared that this he would not do unless
it be to a body satisfactory, apparently,
to Mr. Borglum.

It would he as unseemly to attempt to
prejudge the inguiry by the Attorney
General. But it is not out of place to
say that Mr. Borglum's suspicions were
presented to The Tribune, as they were
Lo “The Times" and doubtless to other
newspapers, and that it is on the basis
of these suspicions that “The Times"” was
willing to go ahead last Thursday and
make its charges of “a gigantic conspir-
acy” of “hold, powerful men” to wreck
and betray the whole aireraft work, and

to demand an investization “by a Fed- |

eral grand jury.”

The publie will be glad to know that
this whole miserable business will now
be thoroughly gone inte and all this scan-
dalous mess of insinuation, accusation
and suspicion cleared up. We shall soon
know whether there is one jot or tittle
of truth in the “Times" “conspiracy’
or the aeccusations against Mr. Coffin
and his aids.

My. Untermyer

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: On my return here last night from |

“':}.ﬂhinglon my attention iz called to an
editorial in your issue of April 20, headad,

“Mr. Untermyer's Patriotism,” to which I |

take emphatic exception, especially to the
wholly baseless innuendo that there i
domelhing conneeted with my hond pur-
ehases that is lacking in the highest qual-
ity of patriotism. The entire tone of the
artiele is gratuitous!y offenzive, and there
are basnless implieations contained in it
for which 1 feel | am entitled {o a publie
apalapy,

Apart from the months that 1 have heen
spending travelling around the country at
my own expenae, at the request of the Ad-
ministration, in nid of the several loans, |
mnsist that the men who make the saerifice,
whether large or small, involved in pledg-
ing their eredit to buy these bonds on
instalments are assisting their govern-
ment in a way that is to be applauded and
The principle is the same
whether it he the President, who set to
the country the valuable example in saving'
by himself buying a 350 bond on the &h
instalment plan, ar whether the purchase
be in a large amount. In either event the
loans will have Lo be financed by the banks
and will involve a certain amount of infla-
tion, as to the >ffect of which I, however,
by no means share your fears, With the
cost of everything at least deuble, a con-
iraction of the curreney is more to ba
feared than a reasonable inflation to corre-
spond to the changed conditions. But that
15 beside the paint of my present purpose
in writinr vou,

IT it were the ‘nvesiment for which T
wits looking when 1 subseribed in Yonkers
for §600.000 of this laan, which appedrs to
b the point of your eriticism, T could have
gone inte the warket angd bought 1heze
some bonds, on the same terms of credit,
at about 06, by buving the second i4sus
of honds and exehanging them for the new,
and wouldl thus have aequired thn new
honds for 220000 less than [ paid for them
in subseribing at pur. The same is true of
the previous loan, where I would have made
8 omaving of 230,000 by buying the same
amount of bonds af the previous issue and
converting thom, | have now eonsidernhle
over 1800000 of the three issues, on ae-
count of all of swhieh hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars have been paid, and tha

hulanee of whish will he paid as opportu- |

nity ulfords,

As [ could have bought the bonds more
cheaply in the tnarket by buying the old
honds and changine, so I could, at times,
have reduecd my abligations by the sales
of bonds, had I net regarded that course
as prejudicial to the suceess of the wvari-
ous loans, As it is, T have not sold a
single bond of any of the issues.

In' reluctantly diselosing my private af-
fairs connceted with the Tuets of my bond
purchases (o my friends and neighhors in
the speech &t Yonkers, T had in mind en-
couraging those who had not the money to
huy on eredit, and ! am delighted to lind
that we have over 27,000 subscribers to this
loan in 'a population of 92,000, which is at
the rate of about one subscriber to every
three and a half of the population, At
that ratio there woulil be over 30,000,000
subseribers to this bond issue in the
United States! Think of what that would
mean to the country in its bearing on the
success of the war, and its encouragement
to the boys at the front!

And, pray, what would you have had me
do? I had five alternatives:

1. To buy no more bonds,

2. To buy enly so many bonds of any
of these louns 45 T had at the moment the
cash in hand to pay for,

4. To sell the lLonds I owned of each
prior issue and buy the new ones.

4. To convert the old honds into the
rew ones, which would have saved me
money, but would not have helped the loan,

6. To do as T did— hold all the old bonds
and buy as many of the new ones as 1 felt
I eoulit handle without demoralizing the
security markets by selling my securities
at such a time, I feel that what T did was
best for the loan at the expense of my per-
sonal interest,

Perhaps you will now be good enough
to advise me, in view of your hypereritical
criticiam, what you would hava done, if, as
I assume without reservation, you had ne
concern  save for the walfare of your
country ?

Thero nre other loans coming, to which,
by the way, I shail continue to aubseribe,
and in the same way, if necessary, to the
extent of my last dollar of cash or credit,
#nd so it is important that the question
of the wisdom and quality of patriotism
involved in that line of action which you
have brought into question be settled
right new and hore fer the guidance of
cthers,

I shall expect you, with your usua] gense
of fairness, not to emasculate this lengthy
screed, but either to print it in full or not
at all, and if you conclude that you have
been in the wrong, as I believe you will,
that vou frankly acknowledge your mis-
take, and, contrury to newspaper custom,
npologize. SAMUEL UNTERMYER,

Yonkers, N. Y., May 4, 1018,
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"l borrow one feather and in return will feed the chicken.”
The Pan-German: "Butl am always hungry, therefore | will eat the chicken.”

COILED IN THE FLAG_HEARS.S.S.S.ST

The Lusitania’s Own Fault

(From “New York American” FEditorials)

May 8, 1915:

Both parties te the strugele which is
now racking Furope have held themselves
superior to that code of laws and customs
by which civilization has tried to remove
from war sometiing of its ruthlessness, to
ameliorate somewhat the hardships and suf-
ferings it imposes upon non-combatants.
.+ v ‘Toenfpree wholesale starvation upon
the peaceful population of an enemy is the
task which has engaged the minds of
statesmen and the overwhelming naval
farce of one nation, while to bring swift,
sudden and unseen death unon peaceable
teean travellers uander a hoestile flagy has
been the ceascless study of t4e rulers of
another bellizgarant, . . The fact is
only emphasized to-day—the Tact that has
Tong been apparant—that neither the Allies
nor the Germuns give to international law
or custom any more adherence than may
suit their immediate ends. They are hoth
estopped from discussing this frightful ca-
tastrophe in the light of any international
law or usape. As (o its eruel and, in the
end, futile and nseless vieolation of every
prineiple of ordinary humanity there can
be no two opinions, . .

| May 10, 1915:

How small a company, amid the millions
of souls . .of men and women and children
who have died in torment since this war
began, are the #ad chosts of the Lusitania’s
slain! How few are they amid the innu-
merable hosts of Europe’s dead!

May 11, 1915:

The Lusitania incident in itself is, of
course, no ecause for a declaration of war.
Cruel it was, and barbaric and shocking to
every human mind.
attendant upon it sharply distinguish it
from those outrages which would justify
an immediate declaration of war upon the
part of the United States. . . .

Humanity is quite as much outraged
by the barbarities perpetrated upon Amer;
ican citizens in Mexico as by the slaughter
of American citizens upon a# RBritish ship.
If the disordered state of govern-
ment in Mexico made it impossible to fix
definitely the reaponsibility for the atroe-
ities committed unon Americans there, so
the uncertain interpretation of interna-
tional law under modern conditions of war-
fare makes it difficuit to fix precisely the
responsibility for the deaths of our people
on the Lusitania.

May 14, 1915:

THE PRESIDENT'S NOTE TO GER-
MANY.—The President’s letter is undeni-
ably vigorous, BUT IT IS POSSIBLY DAN-

But the eircumstances |

GERDUS AS WELL, The nation desired |

that its rightful demands should be laid
before the German government, but it did
not anticipate that the President would go

so far beyond the plainly and soundly |

rightful scope of those demands as
invite a rebwif. . | The President goes
on practically to protest against the use
of submarines by Germany in the war that
country is waging on British commerce.

to |
o | WE MUST MAINTAIN THEM BY FORCE

This offers Germany the opportunity to |

retort that, so far as we are concerned, the
method of her warfare against England is
none of our businezs. , . , It is not our
business to sympathize with Germany be-
cause her naval weapons are inadequate to

meet the overwhelming power of the Brit- |

ish navy, but it is certainly not our busi-
ress to protest against the use by Ger-
many of such weapons as she possesses;

May 16, 1915:

Can We Limit the Use of Submarines in
War?

May 20, 1915:

.+« We have no right to question GER-
MANY'S USE OF SUBMARINES IN HER
WARFARE UPON BRITISH COMMERCE,
... It is no possible business of ours
whether Germany sinks British ships with

torpedoes, with mines or with gunfire. |
.+ . These nare not matters letween
Ameriea and Germany, but SOLELY MAT.
TERS BETWEEN GERMANY AND GREAT
BRITAIN.

June 1, 1915:;

Fair-minded men will not be
of the German inguiry into the status of
the Lusitania. That wvessel WAS on the
roster of the British mavy as an auxiliary.
She  was  built  according to Admiralty
plans, enjoved a subsidy and was subjeet
to au call to the flest in time of war. The
Germans elaim she was armed - our offi-
cinls deny it. The Germans elaim she ear-
ried munitions of war- we claim the small-
arm cartridges she carried have not heen
so elagsed. . . . Yet if both these dis-
puted points be settled in our faver, it
still remains true that the Lusitania was to
Germuny an enemy vessel subject to eapt-
ure and destruction.

June 6, 1815 (Signed Letter b;
Hearst):

| called for.

intolerant |

Let Us Have Peace with Honor—If That |

Be Dossible.

In our first note to Germany we de-
manded many things which we had every
right to demand, but we sourht to intrude
other things which were beyond our

rights either of exaction or suggestion. |

In our first note we demanded, or at least
urged, that Germany suspend her sub-
marine warfare upon the commerce of the
Allies. Ewvery intellicent and informed in-
dividual in the United States knows that we
had no right to make this demand and ne
right to assume that Germany would con-
cede it. .

Of course, such a demand could not be
conceded by Germany, and it is fortunate
for the maintenance of peace thut Ger-
many has replied to this extreme raquire-
ment in so moderate and friendly a
spirit. ., |, .

The destruetion of the Lusitania +
ig an indietment not of Germany's warfara
alone, but of war itsell as war is now
waged on land and sea. . ., .

Let us turn from the Lusitania, there-
fore, where these righta of interference are
so ill defined and so questionable, .

We are gaining every advantage by peace;
we are securing every benefit by not being

involyed in this murderous and devastating |

war; our sons are safe; our fields are
fruitful; our vaults are filled with the gold
gent us by the warring nations; and ocur
factories are busy supplying European na-
tions with their needs.

We should not end all this and plunge
into this European turmoil, where our sons
will be slain and our wealth exhausted, un-
less there be patriotic necessity for such
4 course.

LET US STAND FIRMLY IN DEFENCE
OF OUR JUST RIGHTS, EVEN THOUGH

OF ARMS, BUT LET US NOT PRECIPI-
TATE THE COUNTRY INTO AN UN-
NECESSARY WAR BY GOING BEYOND
OUR OWN RIGHTS AND DEMANDING
THE PRIVILEGE OF DICTATING TO FOR-

EIGN COUNTRIES IN MATTERS WHICH |

HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED THE DEFL-
NITION AND SANOTION OF INTERNA-
TIONAL LAW,

WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST.

A. Lincoln in Charleston

(From The Charleston News and Courder)

Liberty Loan posters bearing the like-
ness of Abraham Lineoln are to be seen in
Charleston windows to-day.

We desire to call this fact to the atten-
tion of those newspapers of the North
which are still doing their best to keep
alive sectional animosity, Let them pon-
der it a little, remembering all that Charles-
ton was and recalling the things that hap-
pened here a little more than a half ecen-
tury ago. :

Creel Camouflage

(From The Kanses City Star)

Of eourse, George Cresl's declaration of
pride in Ameriea’s failure to prepare for
war before war came was simply a declars-
tion of incredible folly. If America w8
right in refusing to take ordinary precsi
tions because it depended on Germany
word, then the Russian Bolsheviki wn
right in disbanding the army on Germam
promise not to conquer Russian territom,
To-day the whole cause we are fighting fer
is in peril becausa we failed to make the
preparations that the situstion evidently
Every mother whose son i in
France knows that he i3 assuming addsd
risk because we have not been in a posi
tion to back him up with a large army fully
equipped.

But leaving all this to one side, the same
guality of mind that ecaused Mr. Creel
persist in defending a position which it i
now apparent could lead only to dissster
has wvirtunlly destroved the usefulness of
an important part of the nctivities of the
committee over which he presides.

The Committee on Public Informatios
has become the official “cuovering up" de
pertment in Washington. It has assumed
to defend every department of the govern-
ment, The result has been to discredit its
reliability.

It is unnceessary to recall the rewriting
af the dispateh about the attack on the
first transports that arrived in France, of
the recent sending out of false informatios
about airgraft. The whole tendency isin
this direction. :

“The Independent,” of New York, for in
stance, is printing a weekly “message” b
the American people from the governmenh
delivered by George Cree!. April 13 the
“message” was headed, “Rotting st the
Core: The Amazing Fnets of Germanys
Internal Breakdown” The article is
chiefly on an article published in an ob
seure German nowspaper, the “Volksbiatt”
of Bochum, While in the last sentemte
the Creel “meossage” admits that the army
is as strong as ever and must be defeated,
the tendency of the article is to create &
false impression of Germany's weakness.

Again, last week the ‘‘message” d
with “Making Good on Guns.” From
“message”  the American people would
learn, if they read it, that the ordnance
bureau has been a model. Even the delays
in the manufacture of the French Ts am
excused on the ground that mew machinery
had to be made. *In short," says the arti-
cle, “ali the accusations against the
nance bureau are accusations that are based
On appearances, not on evidence.”

The Senate Committee on Military Al
fairs, which investigated the delays in to#
production of the 75s, and which ea
the comnplete reorguniaztion of the burest
will read this defence with amazement,
the Creel statement there should have been
no reorganization of fhe ordnance buress
General Crozier should still be at its
Yet every well informed person knows'
the mismanagement of ordnance pro
which was revealed by the Senate
tee, is one of the chief sources of weaknes®
in our preparations to-day.

It is not to be expected that the Commil-
tee on Public Information should un
to exploit failures in the departm
Neither is it to be expected that the come
mittee should go out of its way to misle
the public by covering up failures.

Unfortunately, under its present
man the committee has ereated the impred
sion of attempting to hide defic
under a veil of ecpmouflage. The publit
has learned to distrust it so comp
that its usefulness in giving out curredt
information is gone.

The Countercheck Quarrelsome.
(From The Loa Awgpeles Times)

“The San Antonio Light" says "’“":
ally that Soutnern California "mlmllﬁ'
rends upon the vucationist, the halt, 13
lame and the idle rich for her dsily %)

What does San Antonio depend upeR!
The oil wells she has not? the grain bae
vests she does not reap? her Ir
crchards or the great llnmlfu:trmlls'*"‘s
lishments which do not adorn her st
Or is she living upon the lies that
erick Law Olmsted told many years
sbout the beautiful mud creek
banks zhe sita? -




